STATE OF TEXAS:
COUNTY OF FISHER:
FISHER COUNTY COMMISSIONER COURT MINUTES

Be it remembered that on Monday the 19th day of December 2022 the
Commissioners’ Court of Fisher County, Texas, convened in Special Session
in the Commissioners’ Courtroom, Fisher County Courthouse, Roby Texas

Ken Holt, County Judge-Absent Jessika Daniel, Deputy County Clerk
Gordon Pippin, Commissioner #1-Absent Dexter Elrod, Commissioner #2
Preston Martin, Commissioner #3 Kevin Stuart, Commissioner #4

And the proclamation having been made the Court was in session, the
following business came on to be considered:

CALL MEETING TO ORDER & ESTABLISH QUORUM - All Present

Order 1-Motion Commissioner Martin, second by Commissioner Stuart to
table temporary water line policy. This motion having been put to a vote
prevailed, the vote being unanimous.

Order 2-Motion by Commissioner Martin, second by Commissioner Stuart to
rescind order #8 from April 13, 2020 meeting regarding signing of pipeline
agreements not going through Commissioner’s Court (see attached). This
motion having been put to vote brevailed, the vote being unanimous.

Order 3-Motion by Commissioner Elrod, second by Commissioner Stuart to
approve contractual agreement with the Law Office of Isaac Castro for legal
services (see' attached). This motion having been put to vote prevailed, the
vote being unanimous.

Order 4-Motion by Commissioner Elrod, second by Commissioner Stuart to
adjourn. This motion having been put to vote prevailed, the vote being

‘unanimous.

County of Fisher:

1, Pat Thomson, Fisher County Clerk, attest that the foregoing is a true
and accurate accounting of the Commissioner Court’s authorized
proceedings for December 19“1, 2022
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A
Pat Thomson _

County Clerk and Ex-Officio Member

Of Commissioners’ Court, Fisher Counfy, Texas




NOTICE OF SPECIAL OPEN MEETING AND
AGENDA COMMISSIONER’S COURT OF FISHER
COUNTY, TEXAS

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Commissioners Court of Fisher County, Texas will be held on Monday,
December 19, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. in the 32" District County Courtroom, Fisher County Courthouse, 112 N.
Concho, Roby, Texas, to consider, discuss, pass or adopt such items of business as identified below:

A. CALL TO ORDER

Determination of Quorum
Prayer ‘
Pledge of Allegiance

B. PUBLIC COMMENTS—PRESENTATIONS OR MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS—
DISCUSSION ITEMS (No vote will be taken on any -of these items) -

PUBLIC COMMENT NOTE: Anyonc wishing to address the Court during Public Comments is required to register your name on the
Clerk’s registry prior to the meeting and indicate which item or subject you wish to address. Speakers are limited to THREE (3) minutes
maximum, and if there are more than three speakers who wish to address the same item, the Court reserves the right to limit speakers. THE
COURT CANNOT DELIBERATE OR ACT ON MATTERS NOT LISTED ON THE AGENDA. :

NON-VOTING ITEMS:
C. DELIBERATE/CONSIDER ACTION ON NEW BUSINESS ITEMS:
1. Approve Temporary water line policy/Preston Martin
2. Rescind Order #8 from commissioner's court meeting on April 13-20/Preston Martin

3. Approve contractual agreement for legal services with the Law Office of Isaac M. Castro/Preston
Martin

I, Pat Thomson, Fisher County Clerk, do hereby certify that the above Notice of Open Meeting
and Agenda of the Commissioners Court is a true and correct copy of said Notice and Agenda,
and said Notice arid Agenda was posted on the bulletin board of the Fisher County Courthouse,
112 N. Concho Roby, Texas 79543 and a copy was emailed to website administer for posting to
the Fisher County Website at www.fishercounty.org, on 12/15/ ks id Notice will

' seredubgl Nne of said Meeting.

dNIA\N
Pat Thotmsen

Fisher County Clerk

(In accordance with Title III of the Americans with Disabilities Act, we i idtes to advise us of any
special accommodations due to disability. Please submit your request as far as possible in advance of the meeting
you wish to attend.)

As authorized by the Texas Government Code, the Commissioners’ Court of Fisher County, Texas
reserves the right to adjourn into Executive Session at any time during the course of this meeting to discuss any
of the matters listed above as they may relate to Texas Government Code Section 551.071 (1) (Consultation with
Attorney about pending or contemplated litigation or settlement offers);

Texas Government Code Section 551.071(2) (Consultation with Attorney when the Attorney’s
obligations under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional conduct of the State Bar of Texas conflicts with
Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code);

Texas Government code Section 551.072 (Deliberations About Real Property); Texas Government Code
Section 551.073(Deliberations about Gifts and Donations); Texas Government Code 551.074 (Personnel
Matters); Texas Government Code Section 551.0745 (Deliberations about a County Advisory Body); Texas
Government code Section 551.076 (Deliberations about Security Devices); and Texas Government Code Section



551.087 (Economic Development Negotiations).

In the event that the court adjourns into Executive Session, unless otherwise specified on the agenda, the
Court will announce any other parties who are authorized to be present during the deliberations in Executive
Session and will announce under what section of the Texas Government code the Commissioners Court is using
as its authority to enter into Executive Session. .
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-'agreement along with thé»county i
as. "

dge’s sigmithre. ‘i‘lllsiwm spe ', e up the pmeess' >
ements will-not have' lo walt: on a ‘Commissioner Court !Ieetmg. This motion
havlng been put tovote prevailed, the voto being unanimous::

Order S-Mation by Commissioner Maitin, second by Commissioner Stuart to appme
application l‘or road crossing permit Clear-Fork CR 345 by Caliper Encrgy Services;
Inc with a payment by check #6035 in the amount $2,250.00 (see attached). This

motion; llaﬁng been. put to. votc prevailed, the vote being unanimous.

older 1o-llloﬁon l:y commlsioner Hartin, sgcoml by comm:ssnoner Stuart to appmef

e with a payment uy check #6034 in the amiount $ sz.zso.oo (see: attached). This:
‘motion having heen put ts vote pnvanled, the vote: Iming unaniimous.

Order 11-Motion by Comimionar Plppln,‘second by commissioner Eirod to. approve.
‘Commissioner: Martin to sell maoator grader.inonfine: auchon as: surplus equipment.
"'l'his mohon havmg ‘Been put fo vote: pmvan!ed, the vote being unanimous..

Order12:Motion by Commlssioner Plppin, second by Commmmner sm:t to iable

discussion of al:povt yunway repairs: until next meeting. “This: mot!on having béen put -
fo vote: pnvailed, the vote being unanimous.

‘Order 13-Motion: by commissloner Martin; second by commlssioner Elrod to: adioum.
“This motion baving been putto: vote: prevailcd, the vote. being unanimons.

‘State of Texas: »

Lcounty cge.k aiidl Ex-Officio Member
‘Of Commissioners’ Court, Fisher (:ounty, Taxas




CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL SERVICES

Fisher County, Texas, acting by: and through its Commissioners Court, hereafter- called
"Client," by execution, of this: Agreemiént has this day. employed Law Office of Tsaac-M. Castto,
‘hereinafter called "Attorriey;" to represent Client in the:matter-described below:

Any matters.requested by the Commissioners Court of Fisher County, Texas.

By execution .of this agreement, Client also appoints Attorney as its agent and: lawful
attorney-in-fact:in connection with this matter; and-agrees to: pay the Atforney’s: fees:and: ‘expenses:
in the amounts and rates specxﬁed below:

The fate charged by.Attorney-is $300.00 per hourin 1/4 hour increments. “Therate:may-be
increased with written notice to Clientnot less than ninety days prior to the effective:date of any
increase, In addition to legal feés, Client also agrees to pay all reasonable expenses incurred by
Attorney in this matter; incliiding: but‘not limited o, court costs, postage; copies, long distance'
telephone calls, travel, and filing fees; étc.

_ Respon31b111ty to provide legal services will bedccepted and work will begin:when Attorney
teceives _N/A. as an advance deposit:against-thie above stated minimum fee and expenses.

Attorney is aithorized to employ other persons or firms deenied fiscessary for the proper
handling of this matter; at'Client's: expense, but shall not-obligate Client for.any-expense in excess
0f $500.00 without Client's pnor approval..

. Unpald legal fees:and expenses, if not paid within thirty (30) days from the statement's-date
shiall accrué interest at the fate of 10.00 ‘percent per annum until-paid.

Should the Attorney find it'necessary toresort to litigation i in ordet to collect the:attoiney's
fees and expenses owed pursuant to; this Agreemerit, the Client. shall be: liable: for reasonable

attorneys' fees, costs, and expenses thereby incurred. Venue for any action shall be:in ‘Fisher
County; Texas,

Attorney has the right to: ¢ease lega] work and withdraw-from representing the Client and
keep ‘all funds received for legal sservices and. expenses: if Client does not make payments ‘as
requested by Attorney.

‘No:promise or guarantee has been made as to'the outcome of this matter.

Client hastead this Agreement and agrees to-each of the terms and conditions stated init.

The Texas Lawyer’s Creed and Mandatory €lient, Notification of Grievance are attached.

APPROVED ¢ Déceniber 12, 2022.

By:

‘County Judge
Fisher County, Texas
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The Texas Lawyer's Creed
A Mandate for Professionalism
Tam'a lawyer. Lamentrusted by the People'of Texas to preserve dnd improve our legal systent, Lam
licensed' by :the Supreme Court of Texas: I' must: therefore' abide; by ‘the"Texas Disciplinary Rules of
Professional Conduct, but T know- that Proféessionalism requires more than merely-avoiding the-violation of
laws-and rules. T amr coprnitted to thiis Creed for no otherreason than:it is right:-

Our Legal System'

A lawyer owes to the administration of justice personal dignity, integrity, and independence: A

lawyer'should always adhere to the highest principles:of professionalism.
1. Lampagsionately-proud of my profession. Therefore, "My -word is my bond."

2. Iamresponsibletodssure thatall persons hiave access to'competerit frf@?iﬁl".eﬁéé.ritaﬁéﬁ.Iégar&léSS"
of wealth or position:in life: : : '

3, JL.comimit wiyself to7dii. 'ac'i‘eq;,lfjxjat'esanci. effective.pro-bono program:.. .

4. Tam.obligated to educatemyclients, the public, and other lawyers régatding the spirit and.

letter-of this Creed.

5. Iwillalways be consciois of my duty-to the judicial system.
Lawyer to Client

A lawyer. owes to: a client allegiance; learning, skill, and industry: A lawyer shall employ all.
appropriate iieans to protect and advance the client's legitimate rights, claimis,; and objectives. A lawyer shall
not'be detefred by any réal or imiagined fear of judicial disfaver or public unpopularity; norbe influenced-
by mere self-interest. o |

I Lwilladvise my clientof the contents of this.creed when undertaking répresentatior

2. I'willendeavor to achieve my client's lawful objectives in legal transactions and in litigation

economically as possible.

3. Iwill'beloyal and committed to my client's lawful objectives, biit Twill not perrmit that
loyalty-and commitment to interfere-with.my. duty to provide objective and independent advice,

4, Lwill advise my client that civility and courtesy are expected and arenot a'sign.of wedkness.
5. Lwill advisemay client of propér and expected behavior.

6. I will treat adverse parties and witnesses with fairiess and due consideration. A client has
no-right to-démand that T abuse:anyone:or indulge in any offénsive-conduct..

7, Iwill advise niy.client that we will not pursue coriduct which is intended primarily to harass

| or"drair.l?thc:fmanci.al_tesour.ﬂc@si;of.t.he.'bppds,ihg-‘p‘a'rt‘y.

8. Twill advise my elient that wewill not pursue tactics which areintended primarily for delay.
9, Twill advise my client that we will.not pursue any-course-of action:which:is without merit.

10.  Iwilladvisemy clientthat Ireserve thie right to deterriine whether to grant accomimodations
to opposing counsel in-all matters that do not adversely affect my client's lawful.objectives. Arclient hasio:

right to-instruct meto refusereasonablerequests made by other counsel..



Or’ contemporaneously

11. I will advise:my client regarding -the availability: of ‘mediation; arbitration; and-other
alterhatiye methods of resolvmg 4nd setting dlsputes

Lawyer to:Lawyer

Alawyerowesito opposing counsel, inthe.conduct of legal transactions and the pursuit-of litigation;
couitesy, candor, coepération,-aiid scrupulous observance.ofall’ agreements and- mutual’ understandmgq 1L

feelings between clients:shall not-influénce a lawyer's conduct; attitude; or demeanor:toward opposing:
counsél. A lawyer shatl not: engage: in uniprofessional: condilet in refaliation against other unprofessional

.conduct.
1. Twillbecourteous, civil; and prompt in oral and wriften.communications:
2. 1 will not quarrel overinattersof foriiior style, but [will concentrate onmatters of substance:
3. Iwillidentify forothercounsel of parties all changes I have miade in documents:submitted
for review: .
4, Twill! ‘attempt to prepare:documents which.correctly: reflect the agreement of the parties, I

will not include provisions-which have siot beei agreed upon or omit:provisiohs which are necessary: to:
reflect the agreement of the: parties.

5. T will notifyropposing counsel, and;.if appropriate; the Court or other personsyds oo as:
pract1cable when hearings, depositions, meetings, conferences-or closings are.canceled.

6. 1 will ‘agree to reasonable requests: for exterisions of titne and for: waiver of: -procedural.
formalities, provided legitimate objectives:of my client: will ot be: adversely affected.,

7. Lwill not serve:motions or pleadings-in any: manner that:unfairly limits another party's
oppottunity to respond.

3. Iwill attempt to: Tésolve by agreement my obj ections to.mattérs:cotitained in. pleadmgs and

discovery requests-and resporises.

9. I can disagree without being disagreeable; I'recognize:that effective representatlon dogs1io
reqmre antagonistic or:obnoxiéus behavior: T-will neither encourage: nor knowingly: ‘permit my. client or
anyone under.my:coftrol.to: do anythmg which would be:unethicalior.improper:if done:byme.

10, I will: not; ‘without good cause; attribiité bad motives or urethical conduct to: opposmg
counsel nor bringthe: professmn into-disrepute by unfounded accusations of improp: T will
disparaging: personal .remarks:or. acrimony-towards:opposing counsel, parties ‘and witness d
influenced by any ill feehng between clients. I will abstain from any allusion to: personal-pecuhantles or
1di s of Opposing coutisel.

Il I will.not take advantage; by causmg any: default or dismissal to b""rgndered when Iknow
the-identity of'an opposing counsel; without first inquiring about that counsel's intentioii to procced

12, Iwillpto j'ptly submit orders to-the Court. ] will deliver ‘copies to-opposing counsel before
ith' subiiiission {0 ‘thie Court, I will promptly approve the form of: orders which

aceurately reflect the substance of the: rulinigs of the Court..

13. I will not attempt to gain' an unfair advantage: by sending ‘the Cotrt or its staff
¢orrespondetice or copies’of correspondence.

14, I will:ot-arbitrarily schiedule a depos1t10n Court appeatance, or. hearing-until:a good-faith.
effort-has been made to-schedule it by agreement:

15.  Iwill readilystipulate to undisputedfacts in-orderto avoid needless costs-or inconveriience;



forany. party.

16 Iwill refrain from excessive and-abusive discovery.

17. I will.comply with all reasonable =dlscovery Tequests ] Sovery requests -
which afe niotobjectionable. T will not make objectlons nor give instructions to.a:witness for the purposeof
delaymgz bstructing: thé, dlscovery process; I.will encourage witnesses to espond to: all deposition
questions whichare ,easonably undérstaridable. I'will heither: encouragénor permit my witness:.to:quibble
about-words where their. meamng is reasonably clear,,

o 18, Twill not seck Court intervention to obtain discovery which is cleatly improper-and not
-discoverable: _ : C

19, I will notseek sanictionis or disqualification unless it i§ necessary-for protectionof i mmy client's
lawful-objectives oris fully justified Bythe circumstances;

Lawyer'and Judge

Lawyers and _]udges owe sacti other respect, diligerice, candor, punctuality, and protection:against
unjust and.improper d'attack ers'and judgesare equally irésponsible’to protectithie: dlgmty
and independernce of the € nd .,the;::pr

I, Iwillalways recogmze that the-position of judge is the symbol of botli:the judicial system'
and the administration:of ‘justice. T'will refram from-conduct'that degrades this:symbol..

2. Twill conduct: myself in Court ina professmnal mannérafid demonistrate: Iy TESPeECt: forthe:
Court and the law,

3 Twilltreat counsel, oppesing parties;the Court; and membersof the Court staff withicourtesy -
and civility,
4. Twillbe purictual;

S I'will not:engage in any conduct-which-offends the dignity and-decorum of proceedmgs

6. Lwillnot: knowmgly misreprésent, mischaracterize, misquote.or miscite facts or authorities
to gain'an advaritage:

7. Twillrespect the rulings'of theCourt.

8. I will. give ‘the: issues ‘in: ‘controversy: deliberate, «i’mparﬁa‘l and studied analysis and
consideration. :
9, I will be considerate:of the time constraints-and pressures: lmposed upon the: Ceur’t Court

staff and counsel in efforts to admm isterjustice :and resolve disputes:



Mandatory client notification of grievance -process - Comment

The Texas State'Bar'Act, effective J: anuary.. 1, 2004, requires all attormeys:that practice law
in Texas to notifyth enitsiof the grievanceprocess: A client may filea grievancé against
an attorney if the clierit believes the: attorney has’ comiitted actionable conduct. The Act
requires attomeys to notify clients of the.grievance procéss by oné of the four following
nrethods:

a. Making grievance brochures prepared by the state bar available at the attoriey's: place
of business, ‘The brochure must be available'to. the clients.

b. Postmg 4 sign prommenﬂy dlsplayed in-the attotnéy's place. of business déscribing
the proéess.

¢.  Including the:information ona written coniract forservices with the client;

. Providing the informatiorin a bill for'services to the client.

The: State. Bar Office of Chief DisciplinaryCotinsel has developed both procedures and
model language for all fourmethods of notifying.clients. Attorneys are: required to comply
with.one-of the four methods described. They are not reqmred to.comply with two or more:
Therefore; you-would not be reqmred to posta sign and hand out the brochures,

‘The State Bar website prov1des dgrievance process notice containing lariguage.that complies

with the act. Thénotice can be: pririted from the: ‘Website and posted prominently in yourlaw
ofﬁce, preferab]y in the-reception-area.

"The:State Bar suggeststhat the following notification language maybeused inlegal services
“contracts or- mcorporated in billing: statements to clients:

Notice ‘to. ‘Clients: The State Bar of Texas investigates -and prosecutes
professiofial miscondiuct committed by Texas attorneys. Although not-eyery
complaint against or-dispute with alawyer involves professional misconduct, the
State' Bar's Office: of Chief Dlscnplmary ‘Counsel will provide you with
information about how tofile a complaint. Please call 1-800-932-1900 for miore
information..

gnevance process You may order’ the. brochure in hmlted quantltles by calhng the toll-free

nuniber 1-800-932-1900, or you can download the brochure from the State Bar website. The

brochures mustalso be dls;played prominentlyinyourlawotfice. TheState Barrecommends

the brochures be placed in your reception area.

Questions about the public notification réquitements should be addressed to Public

Notification Questions, Office ofthe Chiéf Disciplinary Counsel, State Bar of Texas,, P-O.
Box. 12487, Austin, Texas 787112487, or call'toll-free 1-800- 204 2222. _

For research information regardlng thie nofification requlrement see the Texas Goverhient
Code 81.079.

Attorrieys are. also requlred 10 keep records of any-client.solicitation for-four-years.. The
attorney is'advised to review the appropriate government code section to ascertain that ie'or
she is:in compliance.



CONTRACTUAL.AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL SERVICES

Eisher County, Texas, acting by and through its Commissioners: Court, hereafter-called
"Client,” by execution.of this: Agreement has this day employed Eaw Office of Isaac M.. Castro;
hereinafter called " Attorney," to represent Client in the matter described below:

Any matters:requested by:the Commissionérs Coutt of Fisher ‘County, Texas:

By ‘execution of this agreement, Client also appomts Attorney as ‘its agerit and lawful
attomey—m—fact in-connection with this matter, and agrees to pay thie Attoriiey’s fees:and expenses

in the amounts and ratés specified below.

The rate charged by Attorney is $300:00.per hour in 1/4 hour increments. The raté may be
increased ‘with written notice to Cliént not less than tinety days.prior fo the effective date of any
increase. In addition to legal fees, Client also agrees to ‘pay. all reasonable expenses incurred by
Attorney in this matter; including but not limited to, court costs, postage; copies, long distance
telephone calls, travel, and filing fees ‘efc.

Responsibilityto provide legal services will be:accepted and work will begin when Attorney
receives. N/A . as-an advance deposit.against the dbove stated minimiim fee and expenses.

Attotney i is authorized to employ-other persons or firms deemed necessary for the: proper’
handling of‘this matter; at Client's- expense; but:shall not obligate Client for. any expense In.excess
of $500.00 without Chent‘s prior approval.

‘Unpaid legal:fees and expenses, if'not paid within thirty (30).days.from the- statement’s date
shall accrue interest at the rate of 10.00 percent per-annum uritil paid.

Shoiild.the Attorney find it necessary to resort to litigation in orderto collect the:attorney's
fees and expenses owed pursuant to: this Agreement, the Client shall. be liable for reasomable
attorneys' fees, costs,. and expenses. thereby incurred. Venue for:any’ action :shall be.in Fisher
County, Texas.

_ Attorney has the right to-cease legal work and withdraw; from representing the Client and
keep all funds teceived for legal services and. expenses if Cliént does not make.payments as
requested by Attorney..

No promise or:guarantee has been made as to the outconie of this matter.

Client has read this Agreement-and agrees to-each of the terms and conditions stafed in it.

The Texas Lawyer’s Créed and Mandatory Client:Notification of Grievance aré attached.

APPROVED on December 12,:2022.

County: udge _
Fisher County, Texas
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